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Comforting Creatures      
Comforting Creatures will be visiting Golden Crest on 12/18. If you are not able to volunteer, but would like to help out, 
the ministry is in need of towels, baskets, hand sanitizer, etc. If you are interested in helping, please see Eva or Zach 
Jensen. Thank you! 
 

Beginning of the Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ 
Holy Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-bearer, Bishop of Antioch (December 20)      
There is a tradition that it was the young boy Ignatius whom Christ took upon his knee to explain to His followers that 
they must become as children to enter the Kingdom. He knew the holy Apostles personally and, with St Polycarp 
(February 25) was a disciple of St John the Evangelist. He succeeded Evodus as second Bishop of Antioch, the capital 
of Syria and at that time one of the largest cities in the world. Here, during the persecutions of Domitian, he 
strengthened the faithful, brought many pagans to Christ, and prayed that he himself would be granted the crown of 
martyrdom. His flock called him the Godbearer, a title that he did not refuse, for he said that all Christians after their 
Baptism are truly Bearers of Christ, clothed in the Holy Spirit. 
   
When peace was restored to the Church for awhile, the holy Bishop devoted himself to organizing the young Church on 
strong foundations at a time when the last of the Apostles had only recently passed away. He established the principle 
that the Grace imparted to the Apostles at Pentecost was handed down to the bishops appointed by them, and so on 
through the generations: the Apostolic Succession. 
   
The Emperor Trajan, passing through Syria to make war in Armenia, spent some time in Antioch and initiated a 
persecution of Christians. Rejoicing that the time of martyrdom had at last arrived, Ignatius presented himself before the 
Emperor and eloquently declared his faith in Christ. 
 
  "So you are a disciple of the one crucified under Pontius Pilate?" asked the Emperor. 
  "I am the disciple of Him who has nailed my sin to the Cross, and has trodden the Devil and his devices underfoot." 
  "Why do you call yourself the Godbearer?" 
  "Because I carry the living Christ within me!" 

"Therefore, let the bearer of the Crucified One be taken in chains to Rome, there to be fed to the lions for the 
amusement of the people." 

   
And so it was. During the long and difficult journey to Rome, cruelly mistreated by his guards, the Saint wrote a series of 
letters to the young churches which remain one of the treasures of the Church. In Smyrna, he was able to meet with his 
fellow-disciple Polycarp and entrust to him the care of the churches whose shepherd he had been. As Trajan had 
ordered, in Rome he was taken to the amphitheater and, as the Synaxarion says, "entered the arena as though 
approaching the holy altar to serve his last Liturgy in the presence of the faithful, who were crowded among pagans on 
the steps of the amphitheater." In a few moments he was completely devoured by the lions, save for a few bones. 
These were gathered by the faithful and returned to Antioch. 
   
In his Letter to the Romans, the holy Bishop wrote to some who wished to rescue him from his martyrdom: "I am the 
wheat of God, and am ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found to be the pure bread of God." 
Abbamoses.com 
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          New Members Are Welcome & Crying Babies Are Loved             Christ Is Among Us! He Is & Ever Shall Be!  
Come & Join Us In Worship and Prayer!       

Welcome Visitors!  
A warm welcome to our visitors! You may be new to us, but you are known and loved by God. So why not give us a 
chance to get to know you? If you belong to the Lord Jesus, we belong together. If you are a seeker, let us share with 
you what we have found in Him. Please join us in the parish hall for coffee hour following Liturgy. 
 

Church Rubrics: 11th Sunday of Luke 
Sunday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 2nd Letter to Timothy 1:8-18   Gospel: Luke 14:16-24 
Monday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 1st Letter to Timothy 5:1-10   Gospel: Mark 9:42-50; 10:1 
Tuesday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 11:33-40; 12:1-2 Gospel: Mark 10:2-12 
Wednesday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 1st Letter to Timothy 5:22-25; 6:1-11  Gospel: Mark 10:11-16 
Thursday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to Timothy 6:17-21   Gospel: Mark 10:17-27 
Friday -   Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 10:32-38  Gospel: Mark 9:33-41 
Saturday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 3:8-12  Gospel: Luke 13:19-29 
Sunday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 2nd Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40 Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25 

 

This Week’s Schedule:  
Wednesday:  Bible Study @ 6:00 PM, Akathist to St. Herman @ 7:00 PM 
Friday:   Divine Liturgy for St. Ignatius @ 7:30 AM & Advent Paraklesis @ 6:00 PM 
Saturday:  Choir Rehearsal @ 3:30 PM, Vespers @ 5:00 PM & Adult Ed/Catechism Class @ 6:00 PM 
Sunday:  Matins @ 8:50 AM & Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM  
Confessions Heard During/Following Vespers, During Matins & By Appt. 
 

Weekly Sponsors  
Olive Oil for Lamps: No Offering 
Bulletin Sponsor: No Offering 
Vigil Candle for our Patron Saint: No Offering 
Altar Vigil Candle: No Offering 
If you would like to sponsor an item, please contact Katie at katiekadlec@gmail.com by Wednesday to be included in 
the next bulletin. Include intention, what you would like to offer. All sponsor items are only $5.00 and can be placed in 
an envelope marked with your name and the item you are sponsoring and place it in the Offering Box or Offering Plate. 
 

Much Appreciation & God’s Blessings  
Thanks to all who baked prosfora, provided our coffee hour meal and cleaned our home. May Our Lord bless you! 
 

Nativity Fast Update 
“This is a joyous fast in anticipation of the Nativity of Christ.” Visit http://ww1.antiochian.org/node/18518 for general 
information. For the final period of the Fast (December 20-24), as much as you can, intensify your fasting practice. See 
Fr. Timothy for guidance in your own ascetic efforts. Eschew fleshly asceticism at all costs. 
 

Follow Our Church & Diocese On-Line At:  
Parish Web Site: https://www.stjamesorthodoxchurch.org/  Archdiocesan Website: http://www.antiochian.org/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-James-Orthodox-Church-Westminster-MD-166347036771272/ 

 

Prosfora Rotation (Interested in offering the Holy Bread? See Heidi)    
Thank you for your time, efforts, and baking skills.            Dec 15 – Katie Dec 22 – Heidi Dec 22 - Eleni 
 

Christmas Flower Donation 
If you would like to make a donation for the floral decoration of our church, please attach your gift (cash, or check with 
memo: "flowers") to one of the forms available at church, or simply attach a note, and place it in the Offering Box or 
Offering Tray. Thank you for enhancing the beauty of our church home. See Mel for more information. 
 

Coffee Hour Rotation 
If you would like to be added to this rotation please contact Leanne Kitsko at: leanne.kitsko@gmail.com. Remember 
that if you are assigned to Coffee Hour you are responsible for cleaning the Kitchen area and wiping down tables. 
Thank you for your participation!  
 

Cleaning Rotation 
The following are responsible for overseeing the cleaning and lockup of the Church on their assigned day. We ask that 
our entire Church family pitch in and help clean after services. If you are scheduled to lock-up and are unavailable to do 
so please find someone to cover for you.  Thank you in advance to all those who assist the designated families in 
cleaning “our home”.  Dec 15 – Rivera           Dec 22 – Barkley     Dec 29 - Lund 
 

Scrip Fundraising Program: Every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month 
Earn money for St. James every day on the purchases you’re already making just by paying with a gift card purchased 
from the church, or download the app and pay using your credit card! Gift cards can be ordered from Heidi; simply 
place your check (made out to St James with "scrip" in the memo) in the box located at the back of the church. The 
other option is to download the app and purchase items using your credit card information. Setting up an account is 
easy: 1. Go to https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Login/Enroll  2.   St James enrollment code: 57A99L955213L 
 

Caring & Sharing: Only 3 Weeks Left to Donate     
We continue to collect canned foods to benefit the Food Bank of the Caring & Sharing ministry in Taneytown. Please 
continue to bring in canned proteins (meat, fish, peanut butter in PLASTIC jars, nuts, etc.), and place your items in the 
blue bins by December 29th. Thank you for your support of this ministry! 
 

2020 House Blessings 
Fr. Timothy will be blessing parishioners’ homes between Theophany (1/6) and Forgiveness Sunday (3/1). Contact 
Father to schedule your house blessing. He is available most evenings, and during the day on Friday and Saturday. 
 

Save the Dates!  
Annual Parish Meeting: January 26, 2020 after coffee hour 
Spring Lenten Retreat April 3-4, 2020 @ Antiochian Village 
Parish Life Conference June 25-28, 2020 @ Antiochian Village - hosted by our sister parish Holy Cross!  
 

St. James Prayer List  
Metropolitan Joseph, Bishop Thomas, Bishop Alexander, Fr. Tim/Kh. Anna Barkley, Fr. Elias Bitar, Sisters at St. Nina’s, 
Fr. Thomas/Pani Linda Kadlec, Vladimir & Evgenia, Catherine, Vera, Gregory, Catechumens Christian and James, 
Jesse and Juanita, Stavros. Please see Fr. Timothy to make an addition to this list. 


