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Holy & Righteous Symeon the God-Receiver & the Prophetess Anna (Feb 3) 
"There is an ancient tradition that the holy, righteous elder Symeon, who came from Egypt, was one of the Seventy learned 
Jews chosen in the days of the Pharoah Ptolemy Philadelphus (285-246 BC) for the task of rendering the Hebrew Bible into 
Greek, and that to Symeon was assigned the translation of the book of the Prophet Isaiah. When he reached the famous 
passage where the Prophet foretells the virgin birth of Christ, saying: Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel (Is. 7:14), he was so perplexed that he took a penknife to erase the word 'virgin' in order to 
replace it by 'young woman'. At that moment, an angel of God appeared and prevented him from altering the sacred text, 
explaining that what seemed impossible to him was, in fact, a prophecy of the coming into this world of the Son of God. To 
confirm the truth of this, he promised that Symeon would not see death until he had seen and touched the Messiah born of 
the Virgin. When, after many long years, Christ was brought into the Temple at Jerusalem by the All-Holy Mother of God, the 
Holy Spirit revealed to the Elder Symeon that the time of fulfilment of the promise had come. He hurried to the Temple and, 
taking the Child in his arms, he was able to say wholeheartedly to God: Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation (Luke 2:29). For indeed, the Elder Symeon was the living 
image of the ancient Israel of the Old Testament, which having awaited the coming of the Messiah was ready to fade away 
and give place to the light and truth of the Gospel. The relics of the holy and righteous Symeon were venerated at 
Constantinople in the church of St James, built at the time of the Emperor Justin. 
 

"The prophetess Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, was eighty-four years old. Since the early death of her husband, she had 
spent her whole life in the Temple in hope of the coming of the Savior. She is the pattern for holy widows, virgins and monks, 
who have freed themselves of worldly cares in order to dwell always in the Temple, offering their fasts, hymns and prayers in 
eager expectation of the Lord's coming. And when, like Anna and Symeon, they have seen the indwelling Christ with the eyes 
of their heart and touched Him through their spiritual senses, they proclaim with joy and assurance to all mankind that the 
Savior is still coming into the world: A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of His people Israel (Luke 2:32)." (Synaxarion) 
 

The Synaxarion notes that the tradition that St Symeon was one of the Seventy is by no means universal among the Fathers. 
According to some, Symeon was the son of Hillel and father of Gamaliel, St Paul's teacher. According to others, he was a 
righteous and devout Jew aged 112, neither a priest nor a Pharisee.” Abbamoses.com 
 

St Isidore of Pelusium, monk (Feb 4) 
"He was born to a noble family in Alexandria. For a short time he taught rhetoric in Pelusium in Egypt; but soon his love for 
the things of God led him to flee to the Desert as a solitary. After a year of ascetical life, he returned to Pelusium, where he 
was ordained to the priesthood. After a few years he retired to a monastery where he spent the rest of his life, eventually 
becoming Abbot. From the monastery he wrote thousands of epistles full of divine grace and wisdom; of these more than two 
thousand still survive. 
 

Saint Isidore was a student and devout disciple of St John Chrysostom, as he knew him through his writings. When St Cyril 
became Patriarch of Alexandria, he refused to commemorate St John in the diptychs during the Divine Liturgy. Saint Isidore 
wrote him a strong letter reminding him not to heed the rumors, prejudices or threats of men, and St Cyril was persuaded to 
restore commemoration of the Archbishop of Constantinople, and later became a strong advocate of the veneration of St 
John. Isidore, though a monk, was treated as a spiritual father by Patriarch Cyril: around 433, when St Cyril was inclined to 
deal harshly with some who had been swept up in the Nestorian heresy, St Isidore wrote to him: 'As your father, since you are 
pleased to give me this name, or rather as your son, I adjure you to put an end to this dissension lest a permanent breach be 
made under the pretext of piety.' 
 

With reputation came persecution, and St Isidore suffered much from Imperial and church authorities unhappy with his holy 
influence. He bore all these troubles impassibly, and in 440 (according to one source) or about 449 (according to another) he 
joyfully gave up his soul to God.” Abbamoses.com 
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          New Members Are Welcome & Crying Babies Are Loved             Christ Is Among Us! He Is & Ever Shall Be!  

Come & Join Us In Worship and Prayer!       

Welcome Visitors!  
A warm welcome to our visitors! You may be new to us, but you are known and loved by God. So why not give us a 
chance to get to know you? If you belong to the Lord Jesus, we belong together. If you are a seeker, let us share with 
you what we have found in Him. Please join us in the parish hall for coffee hour following Liturgy. 
 

Church Rubrics: The Presentation of Our Lord & Savior in the Temple 
Sunday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 7:7-17  Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
Monday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 9:11-14  Gospel: Luke 2:25-38 
Tuesday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 2:19-22; 3:1-7 Gospel: Mark 6:1-7 
Wednesday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 3:8-21  Gospel: Mark 6:7-13 
Thursday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2  Gospel: John 10:9-16 
Friday -   Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 4:17-25  Gospel: Mark 6:45-53 
Saturday -  Epistle: St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 2:4-10  Gospel: Matthew 10:16-22 
Sunday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 2nd Letter to Timothy 3:10-15  Gospel: Luke 18:10-14 

 

This Week’s Schedule:   
Monday:  Divine Liturgy @ 7:30 AM 
Wednesday:  Bible Study @ 6:00 PM, Akathist @ 7:00 PM 
Saturday:  Vespers @ 5:00 PM & Adult Ed/Catechism Class @ 6:00 PM 
Sunday:  Matins @ 8:50 AM & Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM, Followed by the Installation of the Parish Council 

Confessions Heard During/Following Vespers, During Matins & By Appt. 
 

Weekly Sponsors:  
Olive Oil for Lamps: Blessings & thanks to all who work so diligently to bring glory to God at St. James & this 
community - Dee        
Bulletin Sponsor: Blessings to Katie Lund for sharing her talents with us - Dee 
Vigil Candle for our Patron Saint: May he love & protect our church and bless all who enter therein - Dee 
Altar Vigil Candle: Many thanks & much gratitude to my church family for their prayers for the health of our son, 
Bradford - Dee  
 
If you would like to sponsor an item, please contact Katie at katiekadlec@gmail.com by Wednesday to be included in 
the next bulletin. Include intention, what you would like to offer. All sponsor items are only $5.00 and can be placed in 
an envelope marked with your name and the item you are sponsoring and place it in the Offering Box or Offering Plate. 
 

Much Appreciation & God’s Blessings  
Thanks to all who baked prosfora, provided our coffee hour meal and cleaned our home. May Our Lord bless you! 
 

Follow Our Church & Diocese On-Line At:  
Parish Web Site: https://www.stjamesorthodoxchurch.org/   
Archdiocesan Website: http://www.antiochian.org/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-James-Orthodox-Church-Westminster-MD-166347036771272/ 
 

 

Save the Dates!   
Choir Rehearsal: Every Saturday at 3:15 – 4:45 PM Starting February 11 – April 11, 2020 
Women’s Book Club: February 16, 2020 @ 12:00 PM - “Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives,” Chapter 3 
Antiochian Women of the East Lenten Retreat: March 13-15, 2020 @ Antiochian Village 
Spring Lenten Retreat: April 3-5, 2020 @ Antiochian Village 
Parish Life Conference: June 24-28, 2020 @ Antiochian Village - hosted by our sister parish Holy Cross!  
 

Scrip Fundraising Program: Every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month 
Earn money for St. James every day on the purchases you’re already making just by paying with a gift card purchased 
from the church, or download the app and pay using your credit card! Gift cards can be ordered from Heidi; simply 
place your check (made out to St James with "scrip" in the memo) in the box located at the back of the church. The 
other option is to download the app and purchase items using your credit card information. Setting up an account is 
easy:  
1. Go to https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Login/Enroll   
2. St James enrollment code: 57A99L955213L 
 

Cleaning Rotation 
The following are responsible for overseeing the cleaning and lockup of the Church on their assigned day. We ask that 
our entire Church family pitch in and help clean after services. If you are scheduled to lock-up and are unavailable to do 
so please find someone to cover for you.  Thank you in advance to all those who assist the designated families in 
cleaning “our home”.  Feb 2 – Slavnikov Feb 9 – Barkley  Feb 16 – Kitsko  Feb  23 – Lund Mar 1 – Napier  
 

Coffee Hour Rotation 
If you would like to be added to this rotation please contact Leanne Kitsko at: leanne.kitsko@gmail.com. Remember 
that if you are assigned to Coffee Hour you are responsible for cleaning the Kitchen area and wiping down tables.  
February 2: Potluck 
February 9:  Jim (Main, & Side), Leanne (Side, Dessert & Drinks) 
February 16:  Jim (Main, & Side), Heidi (Side, Dessert & Drinks) 
 

Prosfora Rotation (Interested in offering the Holy Bread? See Heidi)    
Thank you for your time, efforts, and baking skills.  Feb 2 – Heidi Feb 9 – Carol Feb 16 – Katie  Feb 23 – Mel 
 
 

St Sabbas II, Archbishop of Serbia (Feb 8)       
“He was the son of St Stephen the First- Crowned King of Serbia (September 24), and the nephew of St Sabbas (Sava) 
(January 14), the first Archbishop of Serbia. Like his uncle, he became a monk at the monastery of Chilandar on Mt 
Athos, where he zealously lived the ascetical life until he was elected Bishop of Zachounios, then Archbishop of Serbia. 
He fell asleep in peace in 1271, having shepherded his flock with love and wisdom. His holy relics are in the monastery 
of Pech.” Abbamoses.com 
 

St. James Prayer List  
Metropolitan Joseph, Bishop Thomas, Fr. Tim/Kh. Anna Barkley, Sisters at St. Nina’s, Fr. Thomas/Pani Linda Kadlec, 
Fr. Elias Bitar, Fr. John Dixon, Gregory, Catechumens Christian and James, Jesse and Juanita, Stavros, Joseph, 
Thomas, Yvgenia, Salvia Family, Repose of Priest Patrick. Please see Fr. Timothy to make an addition to this list. 
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