
St Bessarion the Great, wonder-worker of Egypt (Feb 20) 
"An Egyptian by birth, Abba Bessarion was initiated into the angelic life by Saint Anthony the Great. He later became a disciple 
of Saint Macarius, the founder of Scetis (19 Jan.), and then set out to lead the life of a wanderer, borne hither and thither by 
Providence like a bird by the wind. All his wealth lay in the Gospel, which he always had in his hand. Living in the open air, he 
patiently endured all weathers, untroubled by care for a dwelling or for clothing. Fortified by the strength of the faith, he thus 
remained untouched by all the passions of the flesh. 
 

"On coming to a monastery where the brethren led the common life, he would sit weeping at the gate. A brother once offered 
him hospitality and asked why he was distressed. 'I cannot live under a roof, until I have regained the wealth of my house,' he 
replied, meaning the heavenly inheritance lost since Adam. 'I am afflicted, in danger of death every day, and without rest 
because of my huge misfortunes, which oblige me ever to travel on in order to finish my course.' 
 

"He wandered for forty years without ever lying down to sleep, and he spent all of forty days and forty nights standing wide 
awake in a thorn bush. One winter's day, he was walking through a village when he came upon a dead man. Without hesitation, 
he took off his own coat and covered the body. A little further on, he gave his tunic to a poor man who was shivering in the cold. 
An army officer, who happened to be passing, saw the naked ascetic and wanted to know who had stripped him of his clothing. 
'He did!' replied Bessarion, holding up the Gospel Book. On another occasion, he met with a poor man and, having nothing to 
give him in alms, he hurried to the market in order to sell his Gospel Book. On his disciple's asking him where the Book was, he 
replied cheerfully, 'I have sold it in obedience to the words which I never cease to hear: Go, sell what you possess and give to 
the poor' (Matt. 19:21). 
 

"Through this evangelic way of life he became a chosen vessel of Grace, and God wrought many miracles through him. One 
day, for example, he made sea water sweet through the sign of the Cross, to quench his disciple's thirst. When the latter wanted 
to keep some for the remainder of the journey, he prevented him, saying, 'God is here, God is everywhere!' At another time, 
having stood for two weeks in prayer with hands raised to heaven, he brought about rain enough to fill a thirsty brother's coat. 
Then there was the time when he stopped the sun from setting until he reached the cell of an elder whom he wished to meet; 
and the time when he walked across the waters of a river. Through these and many other wonders wrought by the Saint, God 
showed, as He did with Moses, Joshua and Elias, that He grants His servants mastery even over natural phenomena. Through 
the power of Christ, he raised a paralytic, drove out demons and showed himself truly to be a 'god' upon the earth. 
 

"When, having reached his goal, he was at the point of regaining that dwelling in heaven which he had sought throughout his 
wanderings, he said to those about him, 'The monk ought, like the cherubim, to be all eye.' 
 

"In answer to a brother who asked what a monk living in community ought to do, he replied: 'Keep silence and do not measure 
yourself.' Indeed, this is how even in the midst of people one can obtain the grace of the great anchorites." (Synaxarion)” 
Abbamoses.com 
 
 

Uncovering relics of Holy Martyrs at the gate of Eugenius at Constantinople  (Feb 22) 
“At the time of the holy Patriarch Thomas I of Constantinople (607-610), the relics of some unknown holy Martyrs were 
discovered buried in the district of Eugenius. As soon as the Patriarch exposed them for the veneration of the people who 
gathered from all over the city, numerous healings took place. 
 

"Many years had gone by when a clergyman named Nicolas, who worked as a book copyist, learnt by divine revelation that 
among these anonymous relics were those of Saint Paul's disciples, the holy apostles Andronicus and Junia, who are mentioned 
in the Epistle to the Romans (16:7). The Emperor Andronicus I (1183-5) built a beautiful church at the place where those relics 
were venerated." (Synaxarion)" Abbamoses.com 
 

St. James Orthodox Church Bulletin 
February 16, 2020 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 
His Eminence Metropolitan Joseph 

His Grace Bishop Thomas 
Fr. Timothy Barkley - Pastor 

“The love of Christ compels us” 
St. James Orthodox Christian Church 

30 York Street, Taneytown, MD 21787 
(443) 821-7246 

stjamesorthodoxchurch.org 
apostlejamesorthodoxchurch@gmail.com 

 



Welcome Visitors!  
A warm welcome to our visitors! You may be new to us, but you are known and loved by God. So why not give us a 
chance to get to know you? If you belong to the Lord Jesus, we belong together. If you are a seeker, let us share with you 
what we have found in Him. Please join us in the parish hall for coffee hour following Liturgy. 
 

Church Rubrics: Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
Sunday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 1st Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20  Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 
Monday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 2nd Letter to Timothy 2:1-10   Gospel: Luke 20:46-47, 21:1-4 
Tuesday -  Epistle: St. John's 1st Universal Letter 3:9-22   Gospel: Mark 14:10-42 
Wednesday -  Epistle: St. John's 1st Universal Letter 3:21-24; 4:1-11  Gospel: Mark 14:43-72; 15:1 
Thursday -  Epistle: St. John's 1st Universal Letter 4:20-21; 5:1-21  Gospel: Mark 15:1-15 
Friday -   Epistle: St. John's 2nd Universal Letter 1:1-13   Gospel: Mark 15:20,22,25,33-41 
Saturday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 1st Letter to the Thessalonians 4:13-17 Gospel: Luke 21:8-9,25-27,33-36 
Sunday -  Epistle: St. Paul's 1st Letter to the Corinthians 8:8-13; 9:1-2 Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

 

This Week’s Schedule:   
Tuesday:  Caring & Sharing @ St. James @ 7:00 PM 
Wednesday:  Bible Study @ 6:00 PM, Akathist @ 7:00 PM 
Friday:   Akathist to the Theotokos @ 6:00 PM  
Saturday:  Divine Liturgy for Saturday of Souls @ 9:00 AM, Choir Rehearsal @ 3:15PM, Vespers @ 5:00 PM, & 

Adult Ed/Catechism Class @ 6:00 PM 
Sunday:  Matins @ 8:50 AM & Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM 
Confessions Heard During/Following Vespers, During Matins & By Appt. 
 

Weekly Sponsors:  
Olive Oil for Lamps: In remembrance of the Armenian and Greek Genocide (1914 – 1923) – Anonymous   
Bulletin Sponsor: In remembrance of all Martyred Christians – Anonymous 
Vigil Candle for our Patron Saint: In Memory of Thomas Joseph, Jr. 
Altar Vigil Candle: In Memory of Thomas Joseph, Jr. 
If you would like to sponsor an item, please contact Katie at katiekadlec@gmail.com by Wednesday to be included in the 
next bulletin. Include intention, what you would like to offer. All sponsor items are only $5.00 and can be placed in an 
envelope marked with your name and the item you are sponsoring and place it in the Offering Box or Offering Plate. 
 

Much Appreciation & God’s Blessings  
Thanks to all who baked prosfora, provided our coffee hour meal and cleaned our home. May Our Lord bless you! 
 

Follow Our Church & Diocese On-Line At:  
Parish Web Site: https://www.stjamesorthodoxchurch.org/   
Archdiocesan Website: http://www.antiochian.org/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-James-Orthodox-Church-Westminster-MD-166347036771272/ 
 

Prosfora Rotation (Interested in offering the Holy Bread? See Heidi)    
Thank you for your time, efforts, and baking skills.  Feb 16 – Mel Feb 23 – Katie Mar 1 – Eleni 
 

New Members Are Welcome & Crying Babies Are Loved 
Come & Join Us In Worship and Prayer!  

Save the Dates!   
Antiochian Women of the East Lenten Retreat: March 13 - 15, 2020 @ Antiochian Village 
Spring Lenten Retreat: April 3 - 5, 2020 @ Antiochian Village 
Parish Life Conference: June 24 - 28, 2020 @ Antiochian Village - hosted by our sister parish Holy Cross!  
 

Scrip Fundraising Program: Every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month 
Earn money for St. James every day on the purchases you’re already making just by paying with a gift card purchased 
from the church, or download the app and pay using your credit card! Gift cards can be ordered from Heidi; simply place 
your check (made out to St James with "scrip" in the memo) in the box located at the back of the church. The other option 
is to download the app and purchase items using your credit card information. Setting up an account is easy: 1. Go to 
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Login/Enroll 2. St James enrollment code: 57A99L955213L 
 

Adopt A Road    
If you are interested in volunteering for our Adopt A Road program, please see Jim Napier. We are in the process of 
picking our next cleanup. Thank you!  
 

Cleaning Rotation 
The following are responsible for overseeing the cleaning and lockup of the Church on their assigned day. We ask that our 
entire Church family pitch in and help clean after services. If you are scheduled to lock-up and are unavailable to do so 
please find someone to cover for you.  Thank you in advance to all those who assist the designated families in cleaning 
“our home”.  Feb 16 – Napier        Feb 23 – Lund     Mar 1 – Kitsko      Mar 8 - Pruzinsky 
 

Coffee Hour Rotation 
If you would like to be added to this rotation please contact Leanne Kitsko at: leanne.kitsko@gmail.com. Remember that if 
you are assigned to Coffee Hour you are responsible for cleaning the Kitchen area and wiping down tables.  
February 16:  Jim (Main, & Side), Heidi (Side, Dessert & Drinks) 
February 23:  Jim (Main, & Side), Mel (Side, Dessert & Drinks) 
 

St Eustathius, Archbishop of Antioch (Feb 21)   
“He was consecrated Bishop of Berea (Aleppo) in Syria, then of Antioch in 324. He took an active part in the Council of 
Nicea against the Arian heresy. His zeal for the Faith aroused the hatred of various heretics, who convened a council in 
Antioch where, by means of slanders and false witnesses, they were able to have the holy bishop deposed and exiled to 
Thrace, where he died a few years later. 
  

The deposition of the Saint caused a schism in the Church of Antioch which was not healed until 414 (see St Meletius, 
Feb. 12). Saint John Chrysostom publicly praised Eustathius as a Martyr, and his relics were finally brought back to 
Antioch in 482. The Synaxarion says "The people then went in jubilation to meet him with lights and incense, and escorted 
him as he made a triumphal entry into his city, which thus recovered its unity in the Faith and in the veneration of this 
champion of Orthodoxy." Abbamoses.com 
 

St. James Prayer List  
Metropolitan Joseph, Bishop Thomas, Fr. Tim/Kh. Anna Barkley, Sisters at St. Nina’s, Fr. Thomas/Pani Linda Kadlec, Fr. 
Elias Bitar, Gregory, Stavros, Kyra, Yvgenia, Dennis; Catechumens Kimberly, Christian and James; Repose of Thomas 
Joseph, Jr. Please see Fr. Timothy to make an addition to this list. 
 

Christ Is Among Us! He Is & Ever Shall Be!  


